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OBITUARY
BY the death of Mr. A. Cotterell Tupp, LL.D., the Central Asian Society has to
regret the loss of an old and valued member—in fact, of one who, in conjunction
with Colonel Sir Francis Younghusband, laid the foundations of the Society
in 1901, from which year onwards he had been continuously the Hon. Treasurer
and a Member of Council.

Mr. Tupp, who was born in 1840, was educated at University College,
London, where in the year 1860 he obtained a First Class, with honours in
Classics and Science. He was selected by competitive examination for the
Indian Civil Service in 1861,'and in 1862 was posted to the North-West
Provinces, where he passed through the usual curriculum of a District Officer's
work, and in 1876-77 received the special distinction of being called on to write
a portion of the Imperial Gatzeteer, especially the statistical tables of the North-
West Provinces. After sixteen years' service as Magistrate and Judge he was
selected for an appointment in the Financial Department of the Government of
India, in the higher grades of which he served with success. Ultimately, after
managing the finances of four great provinces in succession, and also holding
for a short time the responsible post of Comptroller-General to the Government
of India, he retired from the service in 1889. He will be best remembered in
India for three works which he wrote on " The Competitive Civil Service of
India,'' especially with reference to the mistakes which had been made in the
irregular and unsystematic recruitment of that service, which had led to serious
blocks in promotion. The result of his agitation was that recruitment was fixed
on an actuarial basis, a number of senior men were induced to retire by the
grants of accelerated pensions, and promotion has, thanks to Mr. Tupp's
endeavours, since proceeded on normal lines, although even now there may be
occasional blocks. Mr. Tupp's work in connection with this matter was of the
highest permanent value, and his personal exertions were unremitting and
praiseworthy. He came to England, and devoted his well-earned leisure to
besieging every official at the India Office and elsewhere whom it was necessary
to persuade of the justice of his cause, even moving constituencies to influence
their M.P.'s in Parliament, till finally his efforts were crowned with success.

Mr. Tupp always took an active interest in economic questions, especially
those which concerned the welfare of India. From 1880 to 1895 he was a Fellow
of the Boyal Statistical Society, and took a prominent part during the Bimetallic
Controversy, assisting to form the Bimetallic League in 1881, and the Indian
Monetary Association in 1887. After his retirement from India his energy
was devoted to a multiplicity of topics, and he frequently lectured before the
East India Association. He also took part in the management of University
College, London, where he had been educated, and became a life governor of
the school as well as of the college. His varied activities led to his studying
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and becoming an anthority on the relations of India with the foreign countries
beyond her borders.

Mr. Tupp published many lectures and papers, especially on the Silver
Question, which his long experience of Indian finance specially qualified him for
treating; but they, like most works on political economy, are " caviare to the
general." In recognition of his labours the University of St. Andrews conferred
on him the degree of LL.D.

During the last year or two, consequent on ill-health, Mr. Tupp's familiar
face has been missed from the meetings of the Central Asian Society, and he
finally passed away on September 27, 1914, at the age of seventy-four. Still,
his name will be long remembered in the Central Asian Society as one of its
founders and most keen supporters, by Indian officers generally for his exertions
in rectifying errors in the organization of the Civil Service, and—although,
consequent on the establishment of a gold standard in India, the Bimetallic
Controversy is fast passing into oblivion—by that small circle of financial experts
and economists who are able to appreciate his contributions to that discussion.
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